[Surviving sepsis: where we are today].
The mortality induced by severe sepsis and septic shock remains very elevated despite progress in diagnosis and treatment. All the experts in the field consider that further progress is possible with better and more prompt use of the treatments now available. The "Surviving Sepsis" campaign reviews the diverse treatments that can be used and the best ways to prescribe them. It also proposes two bundles of objectives to be completed systematically for all patients: the first within the first 6 hours, the second between the sixth and 24th hour. Encouraging results show that applying these therapeutic principles can reduce mortality by 30% (relative percentage) compared with a treatment without specific objectives.